[Endophenotypes and autism spectrum disorders].
Genetic factors of ASD stay unknown after 30 years of research. The concept of "endophenotype" seems an interesting approach toward these factors. "Enlarged phenotypes" in families of ASD persons could lead to the definition of ASD endophenotypes. "Enlarged phenotypes" include clinical symptoms, morphological and functional brain anomalies enlightening ASD physiopathology and brain physiology. Knowledge of endophenotypes will lead to ASD genetic risk factors. This knowledge will open ethical questions about prenatal diagnosis.